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cies, and not because the Bank was unable to meet
the demands of its creditors.    But taking the order
as it stood, the cause of making1 the requisition to the
Bank was for the public emergencies.    In his opi-
nion the committee in their report seem to have co-
incided.    He had a right to assume, therefore, that
it was for the purposes of government, not from
the deficiency of  the Bank, that the  order was
issued.    The house was called upon by legislative
authority to declare, that they preferred the accom-
modation of government to .the just claims of the
public creditor.    In this view he wished to with-
hold his assent from such a measure ; for if it was
passed, he was afraid that the efforts to retrieve our
affairs, to re-establish the credit of the Bank, would
. be greatly relaxed*    He wished that even if the
order were to continue, that the urgency of the mo-
tives to apply a remedy might still be felt; but it
may be said, if the measure is illegal, why keep it
up illegally, when you may interpose legislative
sanction? In the choice of,difficulties, however, it
was best to take the least; and, in his opinion, it
was  better to connive than to sanction.    In other
cases illegal  orders had been issued by the, privy
council   which parliament had  thought proper to
overlook.    But was the Bank to be exposed to ac-
tion  upon  their notes? This certainly was not a
pleasant circumstance; but still the house ought to
.see that the Bank was not  blameable in   having
brought on this state of things.    That the right to
sue and recover from the Bank was clear could not
be denied; but every thing considered, he must be
an evil-minded subject who could employ such an
expedient; nor did he think there was much danger
of its  being   used.    He  should  be troubling the
house to little purpose if he did not suggest some
remedy to the evils'which  he deprecated, and as a
substitute to that which he disapproved.    What he
hud to propose he conceived would be attended with
effect; nor would it be attended with delay, as tjie